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Foge 2 INTRODUCTION

Welcome to this our very first journal for our new group AR.G.O.5. Formed un-

officially around October 2008 when information was being sought by Stromness diver
Kevin Heath regarding a Vickers ¥Warwick that ditched in Scapa Flow in 1944, Interest
which stemmed from this enquiry then turned to other aircraft and contact was made
with the BAAC ( British Aviation Archaeological Council) and in February 2009 Kevin
Heath & Dave Earl officially formed AR.G.O.5. our aim being to research and record all
aspects of aviation history on Orkney and Shetland from the very first balloon pioneers
and civil aviators to the modern day airliners which bring tourists to the islands each year,
though with an emphasis on more turbulent times during Y¥orld ¥ars | & 2 where visits
will be made to some wartime aircraft crash sites, anti-aircraft gun batteries and search-

light installations, and to the old airfields.

Since the groups formation already we have had a great response from the public and
good press coverage thanks to Chief Editor Lorraine Shearer at ‘The Orcedian’, many
locals have come forward with their accounts and with several new members joining in
late Spring, we as a group now have the ability to search by means of Land, Sea and Air
and a great many photographs and stories of events have accumulated for posterity, we
have also been very fortunate to have contacted aircrew and families of those invelved in
some of the aircraft crashes and so have first hand accounts, also we have through our
website launched in April, been able to provide several families with information on cer-

tain events that had not previously known.

Over the Summer months members have been active in various fields and much informa-
tion has come to light. William Shearer with expert knowledge of the local populace has
been busy questioning farmers about crashes on Orkney, and has been out with Kevin and
Magnus Ritch, our Orkney RAF airfields and Spitfire historian surveying the crash sites.
While Dave Earl and Peter Dobson have been working on crew and aircraft history.
Other members with dive boat "Radiant Queen’ Emily Turton and Ben Wade have been
out searching Scapa Flow for a Warwick and other aircraft, and civil pilot Andrew Brown

has managed to get some great aerial photos of sites and airfields for the website.

All in all it has been quite a busy year, and with a number of MoD aircraft excavation

licenses applied for, next year looks to be even busier.
It just remains for me to say WELCOME TO AR.G.O.5" and long may it reign. (Ed").

IN THE SPRING 2010 ISSUE: The Wide Firth Avenger ARGOS Member Dan
Wise's dive on this aircraft. The Skelday Hill Spitfire. A Canso crash on Foula. Sullom

Voe wrecks, plus much more.

Front cover: Members of ARGQOS survey a VWildcat rudder from Scapa Flow.
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P4 THE RENDALL SPITFIRE X4108

During the Summer months of 2009 many searches were made of the hills above Ren-
dall,Orkney for a Spitfire which crashed while returning from a routine patrol on 24
Sept 1941. ARGOS members Kevin Heath,William Shearer,Dave Earl and two col-
leagues Dave Ramsey & Geoff Bland began a search in June but nothing was found,
Kevin & William continued efforts throughout August but still the aircraft proved elu-
sive, then one night in September almost 68 years to the day,William decided to go
back up the hill with his dog and quite by chance stumbled across some small pieces of
the aircraft in the thick heather, at long last X4 108 piloted by Sgt Reginald H.Pauley a

Canadianhad been found.

Sgt Reginald H.Pauley RCAF.
Photo: Reg Pauley (Nephew)

The Spitfire was flying with another one of 124
squadron Castletown when in low cloud it
struck Longiger Hill west of Rendall killing the
pilot. Information on the pilot has been obtained
from his nephew and local knowledge of farmers
vy Ballentyne, Jim Nicholson and John Firth

proved very helpful in locating the site.

'3000% 3924aQ3 ¥
BO4q¢ Pt a 260
Spitfire part numbers confirmed the type.

Photo: William Shearer.



WARWICK IN SCAPA FLOW BV417 Page 5

One of the groups most important and exciting projects of 2009 was the hunt
for the wreck of Warwick BV417 which ditched into Scapa Flow on 10th June
1944. F/O Jack Murray and his crew left Wick on 9th June 1944 to search for
a Catalina belived to have been shot down by a U Boat 120 miles north of
Shetland. Late that night the search was called off with nothing found, BV417
started her long trip back to Wick. At 12.45 next morning while over Orkney
they suffered an engine faliure and F/O Murray jettisoned his lifeboat and
then skillfully brought his aircraft down into the waters of Scapa Flow. All the
crew survived and the group are in touch with two of them, Ted Russell and
Cledwyn Evans who have added so much to this project. ARGOS Members
Emily Turton and Ben Wade who own the diveboat ‘Radiant Queen’ have
spent many hours searching Scapa for the Warwick which has so far proved

elusive, however recent contact from a diver has provided more information

So we now know almost for certain where the aircraft lays close to Fara Island off
Hoy,Orkney, new searches are planned for the near future but are weather depend-

ant.

The crew of BV417 that day were Pilot, F/O Jack Murray, Obs John
E.Bartholomew, W/AG F/Sgt Cledwyn Evans, W/AG Sgt Colin Acton, W/AG Sgt
Ted Russell and A/G F/O C.H.Haywood.

Left : Cledwyn
‘Taf’ Evans
and Edward
'Ted” Russell

Photo:
F/O Jack Murray - Pilot

Ted Russell.



rage 6 WOODWICK SEAFIRES MB362 & MB369

e

July and August saw investigations by the group into two
Seafires which crashed on an exercise from 880 Sq at |
Hatston, at 6,000 ft the two aircraft collided over the
Woodwick range in Gairsay Sound, Orkney on 3 Feb
1943, one aircraft fell to the sea and the other crashed
more inland at Evie, both pilots were killed in the crash |
and are in St.Olaf's cemetery. Whilst the sea crash has
yet to be located, the land Seafire has been found in a
field and permission from Sandra Mainland the landowner
was obtained and an application for an MoD license was
applied for. ARGOS members Kevin Heath and William
Shearer scanned the site in July and the results look to
be worthy of an excavation early Spring,contact has been

made with Sub/Lt Smalley’s family also. Sub/Lt Lloyd Johnson
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Above left:: Sub/Lt Anthony Smalley. Photo: |.Smalley. Right: Mini Geo survey of site.



CATALINA ON GARTH HILL JX210 Page 7

Following repairs on 25 March 1944 the Catalina of 210 Squadron took off from
Sullom Voe,Shetland on an air test with the core crew and a member of the
ground crew, the aircraft climbed to about |1,000ft and commenced a circuit of
the Voe, after only a few minutes it was seen by witnesses to be port wing down
and dived into the ground as if a stall had occurred, the aircraft impacted with the

ground on Garth Hill and burst into flames all the crew died instantly.

The scene of the crash, now just a water filled crater on the hillside above Garth
Voe was visited by ARGOS member Dave Earl, with Dave Ramsey and Geoff
Bland, Only sparse remains were found which included twisted and burnt alloy
and plexiglass at the side of the crater, which is understandable as the site can be
quite easily accessed by a nearby track, due to this there are no plans to obtain a

license.

The crew of the Catalina were:

Pilot.  F/Lt John H.D.Keates.  Co-Pilot. Sgt William J.H.Hird. F/Eng. F/Sgt
John.R.Peberdy. W/Op. Sgt Albert Clayton. Rigger. James F.Greig. W/AG. F/Sgt

James Robertson. Pass/Ground Crew. Sgt Jack Bunting.

afound at The crash site crater on Garth Hill looking

£F SRR L
Small pieces of the Catalin

the crater on Garth Hill. down towards Garth Voe.

Photo: Dave Earl. Photo: Dave Earl.



WARTIME AIRFIELD SURVEYS
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There were 4 main airfields on Orkney in
WY 2 these were at Twatt,Skeabrae,Hatston
at Kirkwall. Several buildings still survive at all
these airfields but in the main Twatt has the
largest amount still virtually untouched, includ-
ing the control tower & ops block. At Skea-
brae the Cinema is the most outstanding fea-
ture with a few ammeo sheds over to the MNE,
Hatston still has many buildings including large
hangers but these are in the main now used for
industrial purposes. Kirkwall hardly has any
WW?2 remaining features as this is the islands
main airport and has been modernized a great

deal. Right: RAF Skeabrae.

AR.G.O.S has spent many hours photo-
graphing remaining buildings and Andrew
Brown has taken several aerial shots which
still show the distinctive lines of the old
runways and Spitfire dispersal pens, also
video footage has been made and accounts
of what life was like on the drome in the
war have been recorded from various
witnesses including Tom Johnston of
Bryameadow who lives just adjacent to the

airfield at Twatt.

Left: RNAS Tern at Twatt.

Right: The control tower and Ops
block at Twatt, still largely intact
today but minus windows rungs on
the tower ladder and the renering
on the roof, last year plans were
put into action to begin restoration
of the tower and tons of concrete
and rubble were removed from
around the ops block walls, now all
the windows have been boarded up
pending a decision on costs of the

work. Photo: Dave Earl.







